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Slow and easy when

working cattle

ver notice that when you are in a

hurry things tend to go wrong? You

miss the turn off the interstate, get
stopped for speeding, or get in a worse bind.
Same thing happens when we are working
with livestock.

The old saying “The only way to work
cattle quickly is slowly” is definitely true.

I was reminded of this fact today as 1
was necropsying a nice feedlot steer on a
beautiful spring afternoon. The calf had
collapsed after being moved from one pen
to another. A lesion in the throat indicated
the calf had probably ran into the feed bunk
and the swelling and hemorrhaging in the
trachea resulted in a rapid death.

Normally, there is not a rush to move
calves but this is spring and people were
thinking that they really needed to get this
done so they could get back to planting
corn. Now we have lost time to get the calf
out of the pen, have the vet come see what
the problem was, and lost a really nice calf
to an accident.

No matter what the rationale, there is
not a good reason to rush working cattle.

Low stress handling has been promot-
ed to decrease stress and improve the well-
being of cattle. This concept goes beyond
not using hot shots during processing. We
know that stress can be detrimental to cat-
tle so all of our interactions with them
should be initiated with the thought of Is
this going to be stressful to the cattle?

Simple efforts such as feeding by the
gate you want them to go out of the day
before you move pastures will minimize the
stress of gathering cattle.

Trying to rush through things tends to
make things take longer anyway.

Former ISU Extension Beef Specialist
Darryl Busby presented some data years
ago regarding hot shots, football games and
cattle. Everyone wanted to hurry up so they
could be done in time to watch the game.
But making cattle move faster in the back

28

was causing cattle to be mis-caught and
increased their stress so implanting was dif-
ficult.

When Darryl forced the crew to put the
hot shots down, the number of calves
processed per hour increased. When things
go wrong it takes more time to fix the prob-
lem that we could have prevented than the
time we were hoping to save.

Lastly, mistakes can be expensive.

Losing a 1,000-pound healthy calf
because we were in a hurry is an expensive
lesson.

Other losses such as decreased perfor-
mance or health problems because of
increased stress can also adversely affect
your bottom line. Evidence indicates that
acclimating cattle and using low stress pro-
cedures will improve performance and
health of calves.

As you are busy this spring trying to get
everything done, make sure when you are
interacting with your cattle that you take a
step back and slow things down. You may
even get finished sooner!

Beef Quality

), Assurance Certified

Need to update
your BQA
certification?

Attend a session in June.

See page 36 in this issue for
the schedule.

CHAROLAIS

(309) 537-3677
www.mdlfarms.com

MOL Farms
Charolais Cattle

%

. “Building
Better Bulls”

Matt Lafever
Joy, Illinois

100 West St.,
712-210-4958 (c)

bulls selhng May 6 at Dunlap ;
Livestock Auction

Mark, Carmen, Ste{hanie,]ennifer, Audrey

orhville, IA 50048
* 712-465-2205 (locker)
lorhvillelocker@yahoo.com

Sr. Herdsire Baldridge Fastrack 82F
Gene Star tested. 2 stars for
marbling, 3 stars for tenderness.

WAKEFIELD FARMS
POLLED CHAROLAIS

|+ Participation in bull tests

Larry, Kyle & Dan Wakefield
20701 - 150th St. » New Richland, MN 56072
Ph. (507) 402-4640 * E-mail: kylerwakefield@gmail.com

Charolais since 1962

since 1970
* Herd built on performance
* Sire of top-gaining bull of
all breeds in 1999 in ICA
test out of 409 head

MLL Project Fire 281

2013 American Royal Champion Bull

Monroe,

Marty, Joyce, Kaitlyn and Mason Lewis
9411 W. 56th St. S.

Marty (515) 250-2362
mjlewis@wildblue.net
Conveniently located 10 miles south of I-80

LEWIS
RACHAROTATS

Bulls and Females
Available
Private Treaty

1A 50170




